IMAGE FILE 


A Journal of the Curt Teich Postcard Archives, Lake County Museum, Lake County Forest Preserves 


♦ 


VOLUME 7, NUMBER 2 1992 


• Maritime Postcards 


• Postcard Album 
Collection Growing 


• Cataloging Notes 


• Fort Sheridan Museum 
Military Postcards 


• INDICIA: 

Recent Publications 



The German philosopher Arthur Shopenhauer (1788-1860), whose pessimistic philosophy was widely known in the late 
nineteenth century, in Europe and the United States. Postcard from Minnie Canin's postcard album (see story beginning 
on page 3). Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 





GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Lake County Museum is a publicly owned institution 
devoted to collecting, preserving, and interpreting the history 
and geography of Lake County, Illinois from its earliest 
known inhabitants to the present. The Curt Teich Postcard 
Archives is a section of the Museum, devoted to the preserva¬ 
tion and interpretation of the postcard format of visual infor¬ 
mation and to the care of the industrial archives of the Curt 
Teich Company of Chicago. The Teich industrial archives in¬ 
cludes photographs and postcards of subjects related to 
North American twentieth century culture. 


♦ 


The Lake County Museum is a department of the 
Lake County Forest Preserves. 


Location About 40 miles northwest of Chicago in the 
Lakewood Forest Preserve. 

Route 176 and Fairfield Road, 

Wauconda, Illinois 60084 (708) 526-7878 
Fax (708) 526-0024 

(708) 526-8638 Curt Teich Postcard Archives 


Curt Teich Office hours 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 

Archives Research is by appointment only. 

The Curt Teich Archives offers a separate 
membership (see below). 

Museum 

Exhibition Open Monday through Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. (Thursday until 7:30 p.m.) Sunday 
1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Morning hours are re¬ 
served for school tours. The permanent exhibit 
of the Curt Teich Archives "America in a 
Postcard Mirror" is on view during gallery 
hours. 

Research Monday - Friday by appointment only. 

Library 

Admission $1.50 for adults, 50<t for students. Monday is a 
free day for all visitors. Admission is always free 
for Curt Teich Archives and Lake County 
Museum Association members. 


WAR-DAMAGED BUSINESS DISTRICT, MANILA, P.l. 



The war-damaged business district of Manila during World War II. View from a World War II postcard album from the recent Fort Sheridan Museum acquisition (see 
story beginning on page 5.) Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 


JOIN US 


The Curt Teich Postcard Archives needs your support to maintain 
quality preservation of its collections and to find new ways of making 
its resources available. 

Your membership or donation to the Curt Teich Archives will help pro¬ 
vide professional staff to care for the Archives, will aid in the ongoing 
effort to preserve the artifacts through environmental monitoring, con¬ 
servation procedures and materials, and will help support methods of 
bringing this unique material to the public through exhibits, publica¬ 
tions, and research services. 

The Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Lake County Museum is a 
valuable resource of historically significant photographs; images that 
tell the history of twentieth century North America. 


Enroll now as a member of the Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 
Annual Membership: 


Individual 

$ 20.00 

Family 

$ 25.00 

Insfitution/Group 

$ 30.00 

Contributing 

$ 50.00 

Sustaining 

$ 150.00 

Life (One-time payment) 

$ 500.00 


Benefits of membership include free admission to the Museum, a 
subscription to Image File, 10% discount in the Museum store, a 10% 
discount on Teich Archives research services, and a 10% discount 
on book and postcard reproduction sales. 







Page from the Edwin Julius Fuge postcard and paper ephemera album. Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 


Postcard Albums Add New Dimension to Teich Archives 


By Katherine Hamilton-Smith, Curator 

Over the past two years, the Teich 
Archives has been enriched by the ac¬ 
quisition of several postcard albums. 
Currently, the Archives collection of 
albums numbers thirteen, but addi¬ 
tional specimens are eagerly sought. 
The intention of developing such a col¬ 
lection of postcard albums is to docu¬ 
ment how people have systematized 
personal collections of postcards since 
the tu rn of the centu ry. Even the smal I 
group of albums amassed by the Ar¬ 
chives so far show a variety of individual 
personalities and interests. 

Typical of postcard albums put together 
from about 1905 through the 1920s are 
two beautiful specimens given to the 
Teich Archives in 1990 by the Chicago 
Public Library's Department of Special 
Collections. Both albums were original¬ 
ly collected by the Historical Society of 
Woodlawn, Illinois (a neighborhood on 
Chicago's south side, immediately south 
of Hyde Park) and represent the collec¬ 
tions of two Woodlawn families, the 
Mclnnis Family and theTobias Family. 
The albums each hold about 200 


postcards; mostly views of towns, cities, 
and resort locations throughout North 
America and Europe. Both albums also 
hold birthday and holiday postcards as 
well asa few political and comic subjects. 

An album from the same time period 
which is less typical than the Woodlawn 
albums holds only nine view postcards 
out of a total of 207. The other postcards 
feature portraits of authors, composers, 
and philosophers such as Gogol, Gluck, 
and Schopenhauer; allegorical, 
political, mythological, and religious 
scenes; and reproductions of sculpture 
and painting. The collection spans 
several languages as well; English, 
French, Russian, and Yiddish. The in¬ 
scription invoking "fond memories" on 
the inside cover of the album is written 
in Russian and dated July 8,1919. This 
album was compiled by Minnie Canin, 
who was born in Russia in the late 1890s, 
In her teens she studied to be a nurse; 
she was well educated, well read, and ar¬ 
tistic, and she loved literature and the 
arts. Minnie Canin is Jewish and lived 
her early life in a ghetto during the time 
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Postcard of the dividing of the waters, from a series 
depicting the biblical seven days of creation. Note 
the three languages used on the card; English, 
French, and Russian. Postcard from Minnie Canin's 
1919 album. Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 
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Page from Alfred Teich's 1899-1900 "Postkarten 
Album,"showing gruss aus postcards from German 
towns. On loan to the Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 

of the pogroms in Russia. In her late 
teens she fled alone to America, where 
her family joined her later, and taught 
herself English. She has alluded to being 
acommunist in her youth, although she 
now denies the affiliation. She travelled 
a great deal in Israel and China, but lived 
most of her adult life in New York City 
and Philadelphia. Minnie Canin's album 
provides a fascinating visual insight into 
her varied and stimulating life and, as 
such, is a very personal testament. 

Another album, currently on loan to the 
Teich Archives, is typical of its ti me 
period but, today, is considered rare. 
This "Postkarten Album” was compiled 
in Germany and the United States by 
Curt Teich's uncle. (Curt Teich is the 
founder of the Curt Teich Company of 
Chicago.) Of the 117 postcards in this 
collection, 109 are early ”Gruss aus” or 
"Greetings from” types sent from Euro¬ 
pean (mostly German) towns in the 
years 1899 and 1900. Several are from 
Lobenstein, the ancestral home of the 
Teich family. And, whilethe album 
pages are badly acid damaged and are 
therefore brittle and browned, the 
postcards themselves are in remarkably 
good condition. The Teich album con¬ 
tains a few postcards that are not gruss 
aus types; and two of these are interest¬ 
ing and rare. One is an example of Vic¬ 
torian period "cross writing,” where text 
is written in layers in several directions, 
and often in more than one ink color, all 
in order to get the most use out of a 
small writing space. The other postcard 
is handmade, using cut-out scrap paper 
images such as a pen with wings, a park 
4 bench, and a candlestick along with 


decoratively arranged poetry and prose 
text. Both were sent to Alfred Teich at a 
Berlin address in 1899. 

A fine album of seventy-six photographic 
postcards of the 1933-34 Chicago Cen¬ 
tury of Progress World's Fair was one of 
the first albums donated to the Archives 
two years ago by an employee of the 
Archives' parent agency, the Lake County 
Forest Preserves. According to the 
donor, the album was compiled by his 
father after spending time at the Cen¬ 
tury of Progress. The views, all detailed 
with afine hand-drawn white ink line 
around each image, are in near perfect 
condition, as isthe album, which looks 
almost new, it is so pristine. 

Three albums recently acquired from 
the Fort Sheridan Museum (see article 
on the recent acquisition of the Fort 
Sheridan Museum collection on page 5) 
add yet another dimension to the Teich 
Archives album collection. Two of the 
albums were compiled during World 
War I and include postcards of camp life 
at Camp Custer and Camp Grant in the 
United States as well as views of Euro¬ 
pean locations. The third album was put 
together during World War II and in¬ 
cludes views of New Guinea, the 
Phillipine Islands, Australia and other 
locations in the Pacific theatre. The Fort 
Sheridan albums are the only examples 
in the collection which relate directly to 
military life. 

Finally, a recent addition to the album 
collection came from Margaret L. 
Krueger of Elgin, Illinois (now living in 
Galesburg, Illinois). Ms. Krueger 
donated an album of late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century advertising 
postcards and paper ephemera, com¬ 
piled by her great uncle, Edwin Julius 
Fuge. Edwin Fuge was born in 
Washington County, Wisconsin and 
grew to manhood on a farm near 


Stockbridge, Wisconsin. He never mar¬ 
ried (something unexplained happened 
to his relationship with "the love of his 
life,” awomannamed Hattie; postcards 
sent back and forth between the two are 
still in the possession of Ms. Krueger) 
and, in late middle age he moved south 
to work at Hawthorne Melody Farms, 
near Libertyville, Illinois. Hawthorne 
Melody Farms were owned by John 
Cuneo, Sr., founder of Chicago's Cuneo 
Press; a connection not without impact 
on Edwin Fuge's life. The years spent at 
Hawthorne Farms gave him exposure to 
such notables as Adlai Stevenson, Sr. 
and Everett Dirkson and allowed Fuge to 
take weekly trips into Chicago on his day 
off. His life, once a sheltered one led in 
rural Wisconsin, opened up; he met ex¬ 
citing people and visited exciting places. 
Most importantly for us today, Edwin 
Fuge was a pack rat and a sentimentalist. 
He collected valentines going back to 
his grammer school years and a huge 
number of picture postcards, some 
bought on his travels and others re¬ 
ceived from friends and relatives. The 
album now in the Teich Archives con¬ 
tains nearly 800 postcards, cut scrap, 
and advertising cards and circulars for 
products ranging from coffee and flour 
to stoves and thread. Some of the im¬ 
ages will be of interest to historians of 
women's history and African - American 
history. 

Albums of postcards are increasingly 
rare. So often, albums are partially or 
completely disassembled because the 
postcards within them are more 
valuable as individual items than they 
are in an album format. But, as Karen 
Frisch - Ripley explains in her 1991 book, 
Unlocking the Secrets of Old Photo¬ 
graphs , "[Postcards] already in old 
albums should remain intact if for no 
other reason than that they represent 

continued on page 6 



Postcard showing Victorian era "cross writing" from Alfred Teich's 1899-1900 "Postkarten Album." In this exam¬ 
ple three colors are used for the writing; black, red, and pencil. On loan to the Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 










American soldiers model World War I gas masks on a postcard from the recent Fort Sheridan Museum acquisition. Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 

Fort Sheridan Museum Collection Acquired 


The Fort Sheridan Army Base on the 
shores of Lake Michigan north of 
Chicago is scheduled for closure in 1993. 
In preparation forthefinal decommis¬ 
sioning, many aspects of the base's 
operation are already being closed 
down; among them, the Fort Sheridan 
Military Museum. In May, the curatorial 
staff of the Lake Cou nty Museu m were 
invited to look through the archival and 
objects collections and select materials 
that would be appropriate for acquisition. 

The archival materials acquired by the 
Lake County Museum (such as letters, 
photographs, post log books, cemetery 
interment records, and maps, dating 
from as early as the 1880s), include over 
six hundred postcards and several 
postcard albums. Materials specifically 
about Fort Sheridan and its activities 
were added to the Museum's Regional 
History Archives. The Teich Archives ac¬ 
quired as many as five hundred 
postcards (both photographic and 
lithographic cards), three postcard 
albums, and several postcard booklets 
(the latter mostly from French locations 
such as Blois, Remy, and Lyon). 

The postcard materials acquired by the 
Teich Archives relate mostly to the First 
and Second World Wars. One of the 
albums, for example, is compiled of 
views of New Guinea, the Phillipine 


Islands, and Australia during World War 
II. There are many Chicago Daily News 
Postals, printed of European locations 
during World War I, as well as views of 
military life in several American installa¬ 
tions, such as Camp Custer, Michigan. A 
small number of views of related topics, 
such as medicine and the Red Cross are 


also included in the acquisition. 

The postcards will be physically kept 
together as a distinct collection of 
military materials. However, they will be 
cataloged into the Teich Archives' data¬ 
base and will be available through the 
computer system, just as with all other 



World War I postcard depicting the song "Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag" from the recent Fort 
Sheridan Museum acquisition. Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 5 







Albums, continued from page 4 



Photographic postcard showing surveying equipment and a Harley-Davidson motorcycle (note upholstered 
sidecar), from the recent Fort Sheridan Museum acquisition. Inscription on back reads: "Introducting me and my 
trusty'popThe target range is seen in the background. The transit [motorcycle] and the pop are my constant com¬ 
panions." Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 


CurtTeich Postcard Archives.portionsof 
the collection. The staff anticipates that 
cataloging and rehousing the materials 
will be complete sometime in early 1993. 

The Teich Archives also acquired two 
World War 11 maps; a territorial map of 
Paris and a Pacific theatre invasion map. 
These items were acquired as examples 
of the CurtTeich Company's involve¬ 
ment with the Army Map Service during 
the Second World War. The company 
printed all of the invasion maps and 
about one half of the territorial maps for 
the army during the war years. Because 
these maps were classified at the time 
they were printed, none of them re¬ 
mained with the company, and conse¬ 
quently, none came to the Lake County 
Museum when the Teich Archives was 
given to the Museum in 1982. When the 
map materials at the Fort Sheridan 
Museum were reviewed for possible ac¬ 
quisition, Ralph Teich (the youngest son 
of Curt Teich) accompanied the review 
team to give his opinion as to which 
maps were printed by the Teich Com¬ 
pany. The maps that were selected are of 
inestimable value to Curt Teich Postcard 
Archives. 

In addition to the archival materials ac¬ 
quired by the Lake County Museum, 200 
three-dimensional items were also 
transferred from the Fort Sheridan col¬ 
lections, including: silverplate polo 
trophys from the 1920s and '30s; rifles 
and shotguns, including a Remington 
Buffalo Rifle; women's army and nurse 
uniforms; Fort Sheridan pennants and 
flags; and a World War I French souvenir 
pillow and apron, to name a few of the 
pieces. 

As work begins on the Fort Sheridan ar¬ 
chival materials, additional reports on 
the collection will be printed in Image 
6 File. For information about use of the 


Fort Sheridan military collection, re¬ 
searchers should contact Teich Archives 
curator, Katherine Hamilton-Smith at 
(708)526-8638. □ 


a unified body of images, assembled by 
the individual who put them there in the 
first place. The order of photos within 
may have a certain significance in terms 
of identification which should be given 
consideration and studied as a poten¬ 
tially valuable clue." Certainly the Min¬ 
nie Canin album and the Alfred Teich 
"Postkarten Album" as well as others in 
the Teich Archives, are excellent ex¬ 
amples of this important and fragile link 
with the past. 

We are very interested in building 
the Teich Archives album collection. 
Especially desireable are albums 
with established provenance, in good 
condition, and/or are unusual in some 
way. Even albums which have been 
compiled as recently as the 1950s or '60s 
would be of interest. If you have an item 
you think might add to the collection, 
please contact Katherine Hamilton - 
Smith at the Teich Archives or call 
(708)526-8638. □ 



World War I vintage portrait postcard of Red Cross nurse, Jennie Clarke, from the recent Fort Sheridan Museum 
acquisition. Curt Teich Postcard Archives. 






CATALOGING NOTES 


UHLEN CARRIAGE COMPANY, ROCHESTER, N. Y 



CHILDREN S CARRIAGES, STROLLERS AND DOLL CARRIAGES. 


Advertising postcard for the Uhien Carriage Company of Rochester, New York, circa 1921. Printed by the Curt 
Teich Company, This image was sent, along with others, to Vogue Magazine to satisfy their request for views of 
women in black and white uniforms. Curt Teich Postcard Archives, R93027. 


By Christine Pyle, Assistant Curator 

This is a new Image File feature series. 
"Cataloging Notes"and "Notes from 
the Research Desk" will be offered in 
alternate issues , focusing on the use of 
and access to materials in the Teich 
Archives. 


One cold January in 1991, the Curt Teich 
Archives received a telephone call from 
NBC News in New York. They were in¬ 
terested in postcard views depicting 
typical family life in the 1950s and '60s, to 
introduce a segment on the celebration 
of the American family for the "Real Life 
with Jane Pauley" show. The Teich Ar¬ 
chives staff immediately recalled 
favorite images from the Archives which 
fit the description perfectly - the family 
gathered around an organ while Dad 
plays a song; the woman, wearing high 
heels and a light blue flower em¬ 
broidered apron over her dress, in her 
kitchen holding a pan from the oven. 

It was quite easy for us to visualize these 
images, but actually finding them was a 
problem. We didn't have a category 
specifically for family life, and each view 
had originally been cataloged 
according to the purpose of the post¬ 
card. The family at the piano is actually 
an advertising card for Wurlizter Organs 
in DeKalb, Illinois and iscataloged under 
ADVERTISING/Musical Instruments. The 
image of the woman in her kitchen is an 
advertising piece for General Electric's 
compact Spacemaker electric range 
and is cataloged under ADVERTISING/ 
Appliances. 



Advertising postcard for General Electric's Space- 
maker range, 1955. Printed by the Curt Teich Com¬ 
pany. This image was sent to NBC News for use on 
the show "iReal Life with Jane Pauley"as an example 
of American families in the 1950s. Curt Teich 
Postcard Archives, 5CK493. 


Because everyone on the staff has 
worked at the Archives for many years, 
we were able to quickly locate a large 
number of views for this project by 
simply using our comprehensive 
knowledge of the collection. Instead of 
refiling these views when the project 
was complete, it was decided to "double 
list" these views under new categories 
to make them easily accessible in the 
future. Double listing a card means that 
it is placed under more than one sub¬ 
ject. The two new su bject categories that 
came from the NBC News project are: 
GENRE/Familyand RESIDENCES/ 

I nteriors. Both of these categories have 
been used for subsequent research 
projects. 

Over the past year, the number of 
research requests at the Archives has 
doubled. This increase coupled with the 
completion of the original cataloging of 
material has allowed us to test the 
catalog we have compiled and look for 
ways of improving access. While we are 
continuing our clean up efforts - trying 
to identify postcards with no location 
and correcting typographical errors - 
the focus for the last six months has 
mainly been on refining the subject 
catalog. This includes pinpointing re¬ 
quested subjects that are not in the 
catalog and minor categories that are 
too broad and need to be divided into 
smaller categories. 

The first minor category under the ma¬ 
jor of ADVERTISING is a good example 
of a subject that is too broad. This minor 
is termed Clothing, Uniforms, Shoes; 
and there are 1,456 entries. Volunteers at 


the Archives have taken on the project 
of going through the computer printout 
and checking each entry to identify the 
exact type of advertising card. The new 
categories, devised to pare down the 
list, are: Women's Clothing, Men's 
Clothing, Children's Clothing, Clothing 
Stores, Undergarments and Sleepwear, 
Shoes, and Uniforms. When the 
volunteers have finished the list, the 
cards will be changed to one of the 
seven new categories. Immediately 
before this project was started, Vogue 
Magazine requested views of people 
wearing black and white uniforms. 

Again, the staff was able to visually recall 
images that were precisely what Vogue 
was looking for, but the images were 
hard to find because of the number of 
records in the category. 

The goal of the Archives is to provide 
quick and easy access to the images. 

With this in mind, a new computer was 
purchased and is now being used as the 
main catalog computer. The new com¬ 
puter, a 386i machine, is four times faster 
than the old one, allowing swifter com¬ 
pletion of cross reference searches of 
the database, subject and location 
counts, and system backups. A network¬ 
ing system has been ordered to link the 
two computers together permitting the 
database to be searched and reports 
printed out from either terminal. At this 
time, there are over 340,000 images 
available for research use, catalogued 
under 164 different major categories 
and 1,818 minor categories. No matter 
what the research topic, the chances are 
quite high that you will find it in the 
Teich Archives. □ 7 



Steamship Virginia, Salisbury, MD. Postcard courtesy of the Mariners' Museum, Newport News, VA 


Maritime Postcard Views at The Mariners' Museum, 
Newport News, Virginia 


registers, as well as volumes covering 
German, Norwegian, Italian, and 
Japanese shipping. 


By Benjamin H. Trask, Reference Librarian 

The postcard's lure and sealore are long¬ 
time companions. This combination 
provides views of the reu n ion of loved 
ones at the docks, the calling of distant 
lands to travelers, or the stoic life of the 
lighthouse keeper. Correspondence by 
postcard reflects the entire romantic, 
maritime spectrum. 

Before the common use of air travel, 
steamships and trains were the key 
means of transportation. The trek may 
have been across the harbor by ferry or 
over the seas by a great oceangoing 
packet. The heydey of the steamer coin¬ 
cides with the highwater mark of the 
postcard. As a result, there are countless 
images related to voyages on the water. 

Those interested in the genre will enjoy 
examining the collection of 25,000 
postcards at The Mariners' Museum 
Research Library and Archives in 
Newport News, Virginia. The holdings 
include likenesses of oceanliners, 
steamboats, harbors, seaports, and light 
stations. Furthermore, the collection is 
international in scope. 

In 1930, philanthropist Archer Milton 
8 Huntington founded the Mariners' 


Museum and Library. He established an 
institution "pertaining to nautical sub¬ 
jects, things, and interests, and other¬ 
wise to advance learning." The museum 
complex rests along Lake Maury, which 
is fed by the James River. 1 

Since the depression, the museum has 
grown to fou rteen galleries. The 
Chesapeake Bay Gallery has a display of 
twenty-six postcards which illustrate 
recreation on the Bay. The library and ar¬ 
chives collection now represents 350,000 
photographic images, 75,000 volumes, 
25,000 postcards, 600 ship logs and ac¬ 
count books, and subscriptions to 175 
related journals, magazines, and 
newsletters. 

In the postcard holdings, views of vessels 
are arranged by corporate owner. As an 
example, views of the SS Rapids Prince 
are filed alphabetically under the Canada 
Steamship Lines Limited. There are over 
140 foreign and domestic firms repre¬ 
sented in the collection. For those 
patrons unable to identify the owner¬ 
ship of a vessel, the library has extensive 
runs of ship, boat, and yacht registers 
which can supply that missing linkof in¬ 
formation. This includes an excellent 
run of United States and British ship 


One of the most heavily documented 
vessels in the collection is the steamer 
SS Sagamore. She serviced passengers 
on Lake George in New York state. There 
are no less than sixty different postcards 
of the vessel. This steamboat had a most 
peculiar beginning. The Harland Hol¬ 
lingsworth Company of Wilmington, 
Delaware constructed the steel hull. 
Crews then marked the sections and 
disassembled one hull so it could be 
transported by train to operate on the 
New York lake. Carpenters fabricated 
wooden templates on each end of the 
trains and ran a line between the two. 
This was to assure that no section would 
stand above the cord and thus get 
lodged in a tunnel or underpass. 2 

The assortment of tools, rivets, and steel 
sections weighed 600,000 pounds and 
filled fifteen train cars. The assemblage 
was moved in three separate lots. 
Naturally, the keel section, needed first, 
arrived last. 3 

The shipbuilding gangs overcame rough 
terrain, a narrow working area, snow, 
and cold weather to complete the task in 










SS Columbia. Postcard courtesy of the Mariners' Museum, Newport News, VA. 


seven weeks. The 200-foot boat was 
launched in April 1902 and began 
regular service on the lake in July. Under 
Captain Elias S. Harms, the SS Sagamore 
began a shuttle from Caldwell to 
Baldwin. She had her problems though. 
The Sagamore was top heavy. To com¬ 
pensate, the owners of the Lake George 
Steamboat Company had her cut in half 
and a twenty-foot section was added 
amidship for greater stability . 4 

The steamer scuttered many years on 
the lake and, in 1927, even survived a 
wreck in a soupy fog. Along with her 
sister boats, the SS Horicon and SS 


Mohican , the Sagamore transported 
visitors and natives of the Adirondack 
region. In 1937, officials retired the 
Sagamore and had her dismantled after 
thirty-five years of service. 5 

Looking beyond the inland waterways in 
the 1930s, one would find a passenger 
and cargo vessel like the SS Columbia 
sailing from New York to the Caribbean 
Sea. In August 1932, the steamship slipped 
down the ways at the Newport News 
Shipyard and Drydock Company. She 
belonged to the Columbian Mail Steam¬ 
ship Corporation, boasted of accom¬ 
modations for over 120 passengers and 


could transport 70,000 cubic feet of 
refrigerated tropical fruit. The vessel 
weighed over 52,000 gross tons and was 
about 400 feet long. 6 

Toward the end of the decade, the Cuba 
Mail Steamship Company acquired the 
Columbia. Her new owners changed her 
name to the SS Mexico and blazoned a 
large star on her funnel. With the com¬ 
ing of the Second World War, the Marine 
Drafting Branch of the U.S. Army 
Transport Service assumed control of 
the Mexico. Wartime service demanded 
her star be removed and her tropical 
white colors switched to a dull gray. In 
all, the Mexico made thirteen journeys 
on two oceans during the war. 7 

The Mexico closed her career in the 
eastern Mediterranean Sea, with still 
another name change. This time her 
Turkish owners aptly dubbed her the SS 
Istanbul. In 1967,theDenizeilikBankasi 
firm elected to salvage the vessel. 8 

Unlike ships, lighthouses do not cruise 
the high seas and rarely have their 
names refashioned. These stationary 
beacons are friends to all voyagers and 
spice coastlines with their own charm 
and beauty, often recorded on post¬ 
cards. The vision of the lone keeper 
braced to fight nature's elements to 
assure his light stays bright is a common 
one. However, some "wickies" had the 
best of both worlds; like the people 
responsible for Rockland Breakwater 



SS Sagamore on Lake George, New York, Postcard courtesy of the Mariners' Museum, Newport News, VA, 
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Lighthouse in Rockland, Maine. 

At the turn of the century, government 
officials directed the construction of a 
lighthouse in the middle of the harbor 
near Rockland. A path of boulders, or 
breakers, tied the house to the land. So 
the keepers had the serenity of being 
alone but had the security of being 
bound to the mainland. Today, the 
house is unmanned but still flashes. 
Visitors can stroll along the rip raps to 
the beacon and watch lobstermen tend 
their traps as the multicolored buoys 
bob next to the rocks. 9 
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Rockland Breakwater Light, Rockland , ML. Postcard 
courtesy of the Mariners' Museum, Newfiort News, VA. 


Those looking for scenes of steamboats 
churning on the waves, peaceful ports, 
or sleek liners will find them in the col¬ 
lection at The Mariners' Museum 
Research Library and Archives. The 
library is open to the public 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The 
museum is open most holidays but the 
library is closed. There is no charge to 
use the library. However, the staff re¬ 
quires research queries to be in writing. 
For more information, contact the 
Mariners' Museum Library, 100 Museum 
Drive, Newport News, VA, 23606-3759. □ 


Benjamin H. Trask has been reference 
librarian at The Mariner's Museum and 
Research Library for four years. 


NOTES 

1 Trask, Benjamin H., "Devoted to the 
Culture of the Sea: The Mariners' 
Museum Research Library," Virginia 
Librarian XXXV (jan-Mar 1981): 3. 

2Sagamore, Eldredge Collection, The 
Mariners' Museum Library, Newport 
News, VA. 

3 "Steamboat Building Under Dif¬ 
ficulties," Marine Engineering VII (July 
1902): 326-27. 

4 ibid. 

5 Sagamore, Eldredge Collection, 

5 ibid. 

7 Columbia, Eldredge Collection. 

8 Fox, William A,, Always Good Ships: 
Histories of the Newport News Ships, 
Norfolk, Virginia Beach, VA. (1986): 42. 

10 9 ibid. 


How to find it in the Teich Archives. . . 


The following subject headings from the Teich Archives' computer index may 
be searched for topics related to this article: 


HARBORS & DOCKS/Wharves 

HARBORS & DOCKS/Commercial 
piers 

HARBORS & DOCKS/Recreational 
piers 

HARBORS & DOCKS/ Dry docks 

HARBORS & DOCKS/Harbor 
vessels 

HARBORS & DOCKS/Dock labor 
HARBORS & DOCKS/general views 
HARBORS & DOCKS/Landing 
HARBORS & DOCKS/Ship yards 
HARBORS & DOCKS/Jetties 

LIGHTHOUSES/Mainland 
LIGHTHOUSES/Harbor 
LIGHTHOUSES/Island 
LIGHTHOUSES/Beacon 
LIGHTHOUSES/Buoy 

MARINES/Hospitals 
MARINES/Installations 
MARINES/Inspections 
MARINES/Miscellaneous 
MARINES/Maneuvers 
MARINES/Weapons 
MARINES/Leisure activities 

MARINE VIEWS/Sea 
MARINE VIEWS/Ocean 
MARINE VIEWS/Shore 
MARINE VIEWS/Sea walls 
MARINE VIEWS/Locks 
MARINE VIEWS/Bays 
MARINE VIEWS/lslands 
MARINE VIEWS/Underwater 
MARINE VIEWS/Miscellaneous 

NAVY/Tran sport 
NAVY/Communications 
NAVY/Weapons 
NAVY/Miscellaneous 


NAVY/Lei sure activities 
NAVY/Hospitals 
NAVY/Events 
NAVY/WAVE 

SHI PS & BOATS / G reat Lakes 
passenger 

SHIPS & BOATS/Ocean passenger 

SHIPS &BOATS/Canoe 

SHIPS & BOATS/Submarines 

SHIPS & BOATS/Ferries 

SHIPS & BOATS/Recreational 
(speed) 

SHIPS & BOATS/Row 

SHIPS & BOATS/Tanker 

SHIPS &BOATS/Barge 

SHIPS & BOATS/Passenger, other 

SHIPS & BOATS /Steam boats 

SHIPS & BOATS/Steamships 

SHIPS & BOATS/Excursion, 
amusement 

SHIPS &BOATS/Masted 

SHI PS & BOATS/Events 

SHIPS & BOATS/Construction, 
retail 

SHIPS & BOATS/Obstructions 

SHIPS & BOATS/Government 

SHIPS &BOATS/Yachts 

SHIPS & BOATS/Freighter 

SHIPS & BOATS/Miscellaneous 

SHIPS & BOATS/Houseboats 

SHIPS & BOATS/Historic, history 

SHIPS & BOATS/Coast Guard 

SHIPS & BOATS/Maintenance 
boats 

SHIPS & BOATS/Merchant 
marines 

SPORTS/Yachting 
SPORTS/Boating 


The Curt Teich Postcard Archives holds almost 13,000 postcard views of maritime subjects. 
In 1991, two views from the collection were used on the cover of the Preservation Press' 
Great American Ships and Boats (see Indicia, page 11). 





INDICIA 

Images from the Curt Teich Archives, 
are included as illustrations in many 
and varied publications. Indicia/s an an¬ 
notated "booklist" of recent publica¬ 
tions and exhibitions in which Teich 
Archives images appear. 

□ Butko, Brian "Historic Preservation" 
Pittsburgh History, Summer 1992, 

p 113 (back inside cover). 

Brief examination of theCruikshank 
Brothers Company of Pittsburgh, 
makers of Crubro jellies, condi¬ 
ments, and canned fruits from 1844 to 
1956. The history of the company is 
traced from its humble beginnings as 
a grocery store in Allegheny (what is 
now Pittsbu rgh's north side) to a suc- 
cessful run as a national player in the 
produce packing and preserving in¬ 
dustry. The Teich Archives image 
used to illustrate this article is a 1908 
advertising envelope featuring fif¬ 
teen Crubro products, ranging from 
canned gage plums to pickled 
onions. 

□ Margolis, Jon "America's Main Street: 
Celebrating the 66th Anniversary of 
the Legendary Route 66," Chicago 
Tribune Magazine (special travel sup¬ 
plement), 22 March 1992, pp 1 -2, 
14-23. 

An appreciative look at historic Route 
66; its history, the experience of 
travelling on the road, its current 
state of repair, and present day 
preservation efforts to save the road 
and its memory are examined. Heavi¬ 
ly illustrated with contemporary 
photographs by Tribune staff 
photographer Bob Fila as well as 
archival images, the author also 
discusses the theme of Route 66 in 
American literature and popular 
culture. Stills from the 1960s televi¬ 
sion show "Route 66," and the 1940 
film version of John Steinbeck's The 
Grapes of Wrath, as well as portraits 
of Nat King Cole and Jack Kerouac 
are used as illustrations. The article 
celebrates the 66th anniversary of 
Route 66. Two Teich Archives post¬ 
card images of Flagstaff, Arizona and 
Joplin, Missouri are used to illustrate 
the lyrics of the famous Bobby Troup 
song, "Get You r Kicks on Route 66." 

□ Williams, E. Todd. The First Men's 
Guide to Ironing. New York; St. Mar¬ 
tin's Press. 1992. 85 pages, 27 line il¬ 
lustrations. ISBN 0-312-06973-1 

A 1938 comic postcard from the Teich 
Archives of a man in shirt tales only, 
struggling to press his trousers 
himself is used as the cover illustra¬ 
tion of this small tongue-in-cheek 
volume, the subtitle of which is 


"How You Can Survive the Decline 
and Virtual Dismemberment of 
Everything You Used to Depend On." 
The jacket cover copy describes this 
unusual book best, as follows: 
"American social structure has 
changed. Men used to think that the 
little lady sitting next to them in B- 
school would stay up nights pressing 
their poly-cottons. To their chagrin, 
these days she's happier opening the 
Tokyo branch office. E. Todd Williams 
is going to teach you how to iron. 

Men today have to face the awf u I 
truth: They must become self- 
suffient, and Williams's humorous 
guide will steerthem through the 
basics, from Reasonable Expections 
(does that guy at the gym really iron 
his jockeys?) to The Right Shirt 
(blended is an option) to What You'll 
Need (an i ron). I n the style of Dave 
Barry with a little Roy Blount, a capful 
of Jackie Mason, and a spritz of Lewis 
Grizzard, E. Todd Williams takes 
pressing matters into his own hands." 

The book is cleverly illustrated with 
principally nineteenth century black 
and white line illustrations. 

□ Wachs, Martin and Margaret 

Crawford, eds. The Car and the City: 
The Automobile, The Built Environ¬ 
ment, and Daily Urban Life. Ann Ar¬ 
bor, Michigan: The University of 
Michigan Press. 1991. 325 pages, 44 
illustrations. ISBN 0-472-09459-9. 



I n The Car and the City, twenty 
authors — architects, designers, 
historians, sociologists, psycholog¬ 
ists, and urban planners — analyze 
the influence the automobile has had 
on daily urban life and offer specula¬ 
tions on its future. The result is a 
study on the many ways in which ur¬ 
ban life and the automobile are inter¬ 
twined. One Teich Archives image of 
a Detroit woman behind the wheel of 


her 1920s Hupmobile roadster was 
used in Michael L. Berger's essay 
"The Car's Impact on the American 
Family." 

□ The Vons Company, Inc. Annual 
Review, 1991. The Vons Company, Los 
Angeles, California. 



This is the annual report of the Vons 
Company, which is the ninth largest 
supermarket chain in the United 
States and the market share leader in 
southern California.Thecompany 
operates 338 stores in southern 
California and Clark County, Nevada. 
The Company also operates four 
distribution centers, a fluid milk pro¬ 
cessing facility, an ice cream plant, a 
central bakery, a delicatessen kit¬ 
chen, and a meat grinding and meat- 
patty making facility. Vons common 
stock is listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange. This private publication 
features eight "large letter" or 
"greetings from" postcards from the 
Teich Archives of the California and 
Nevada counties in which Vons 
operates stores. 

□ Delgado, James P. and J. Candace 
Clifford. Great American Ships. 
Washington: The Preservation Press. 
1991.312 pages, 300 illustrations. 

ISBN 0-89133-189-1. 

This book, the fourth in the Preserva¬ 
tion Press' "Great American Places" 
series is a guide to more than 225 
ships across the country that are 
part of our national maritime 
heritage. Arranged by region from 
east to west, the book tells how 
to find these landmarks and pro¬ 
vides key historical and maritime 
information, including the vessels' 
current use. As with the other three 
volumes in this series (Great 
American Lighthouses, Great 
American Dams & Bridges, and 
Great American Movie Theatres), 
Teich Archives postcard images, in 
this case of masted sailing ships, 
are used on the front and back 
covers. □ 11 
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The Museum is located about 40 miles northwest of Chicago in 
the Lakewood Forest Preserve, Route 176 and Fairfield Road, 
Wauconda, IL 60084 (708) 526-8638. 


The Curl Teich Company operated in 
Chicago from 1098 to 1974 as a printer of 

C ostcards, advertising pamphlets and 
rochures, maps, blotters, and sundry other 

E Tinted items. The company eventually 
eeame the largest volume producer of 
postcards in the world. Over the span of 76 
years of business, Teich saved copies of 
everything his firm printed, including most 
of the original photographic layout work. In 
this way he established an industrial ar¬ 
chives that now exists as the nucleus of the 
Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Lake 
County Museum. It Is the intention of the 
Museum to preserve this resource and to 
research and analyze the importance post¬ 
card views have for understanding the 
history of twentieth century America. 

IMAGE FILE is published quarterly by the 
Lake County Museum: Curt Teich Postcard 
Archives, which is a section of the Lake 
County Forest Preserves. ISSN-07430-7617. 

Image File provides a forum for discussions 
related to North American twentieth century 
culture. Articles, review essays, and news 
items will be considered for publication. 
Guidelines for submission of articles are 
available upon request by writing to the 
Publications Editor, lake County Museum, 
Curt Teich Archives, Wauconda, IL 60084. 

I he Chicago Manual of Stylo 13th edition 
(Chicago, 1982) is used as the standard for 
style and footnote format. Decisions on 
manuscripts will be rendered within four 
weeks of submission. Offers to review 
books or suggestions of books to review are 
welcomed. 

Janet Gallimore, Museum Director 

Katherine Hamilton-Smith, Curator of 
Special Collections; Editor, Image File 

Christine A. Pyle, Assistant Curator of 
Special Collections 

Debra Gust, Researcher 

Jerie Tallman, Cataloged Data Entry 

Subscription to Image File is a benefit of 
membership to the Curt Teich Archives. 

The Lake County Museum is a not for profit 
agency. 

Lake County Museum, Lakewood Forest 
Preserve, Wauconda, Illinois 60084, U.S.A. 
(708) 526-8638 
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